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‘Rolling’ Shot with Wheelchair Mounted Cameras 
January 10, 2008 

Physician and filmmaker Gretchen Berland gave video cameras to three Los Angeles 
residents in wheelchairs and asked them to document their everyday lives. The 
result is Rolling, a frank and witty documentary that sheds light on the daily 
challenges of living with limited mobility. 

Galen Buckwalter, a clinical psychologist paralyzed when he was 17, is one of the 
participants in the film. He mounted a camera to his wheelchair and chronicled his 
life — from doctor's visits to family camping trips. Buckwalter identifies himself as a 
"proud gimp," and voices his frustration that, not only is he defined as disabled, but 
he is also expected to "feel and act disabled." 

Though the film began as Berland's attempt to document the experience of being in 
a wheelchair, she says, "In the end, it's really about life. It's not about feeling sorry 
for someone with a disability." 

To listen to the entire story, go to 
http://www.npr.org/player/v2/mediaPlayer.html?action=1&t=1&islist=false&id=1
7993638&m=17993628 

 
 
 
 


